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favorable to the college. The Dartmouth College
case was unquestionably one of Mr. "Webster's
great achievements at the bar, but it has been
rightly praised on mistaken grounds. Mr. Web-
ster made a very fine presentation of the argu-
ments mainly prepared by Mason and Smith. He
transcended the usual legal limits with a burst of
eloquent appeal which stands high among the fa-
mous passages of his oratory. In what may be
called the strategy of the case he showed the best
generalship and the most skilful management. He
also proved himself to be possessed of great tact
and to be versed in the knowledge of men, qual-
ities not usually attributed to him because their
exercise involved an amount of care and pains-
taking foreign to his indolent and royal temper-
ament, which almost always relied on weight and
force for victory.

Mr. "Webster no doubt improved in details, and
made better arguments at the bar than he did
upon this occasion, but the Dartmouth College
case, on the whole, shows his legal talents so nearly
at their best, and in such unusual variety, that it
is a fit point at which to pause in order to con-
sider some of his other great legal arguments and
his position and abilities as a lawyer. For this
purpose it is quite sufficient to confine ourselves'
to the cases,mentioned by Mr. Curtis, and to the
legal arguments preserved in the collection of MB
Webster's speeches.